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R.E Policy 
 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 

1. Kentish Town CE is a Church of England Primary School working with Camden 

Local Education Authority and The London Diocesan Board for Schools.  It is 
closely linked with the Parish Church of St. Benet and All Saints. 

 
 

2. The school aims to serve the whole community within its area, welcoming 

children of all races from church-going and other family backgrounds and faiths. 
 
 

3. The school seeks to engender in the children high standards of learning within a 
Christian ethos of reverence and mutual care, providing – in partnership with 
parents – for the intellectual, social, spiritual, aesthetic and physical 

development and well-being of children of all abilities. 
 

4. As a Church school, we have a responsibility to eradicate religious and racial 

intolerance and to witness to the love of God for everyone. 
 
AIMS 
 

Religious Education in Kentish Town C of E School is rooted in a Christian ethos of 
reverence, nurture and mutual care.  Belief on the part of the individual pupil, 
however, is not assumed.  RE in the school is governed by the same educational 

principles that apply to other areas of the curriculum.  It seeks to introduce pupils 
to the world of religion and spirituality in ways which preserve the integrity of both 

the child and religion, mindful of the diverse ethnic and religious make-up of the 
school community.  In the words of Archbishop Runcie: 
“A church school nourishes Christians in their faith, encourages those of other 

faiths and challenges those with no faith”. 
 

By the end of Year 6 children will: 
 
 

 have developed a sound understanding of the beliefs, values, rituals and 

practices of Christianity; 
 

 be familiar with the life and ministry of Jesus Christ; 
 
 

 be familiar with the expressions of faith in the world-wide Church and the 

concerns of The Anglican Communion; 
 
 

 be able to recognise Christian signs and symbols and will be familiar with 
a variety of resources including the Bible, literature, the arts, music, 

liturgy and sacrament; 
 
 

 have explored the key beliefs, values, rituals and practices of the principal 

world religions; 
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 have reflected on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own 

spiritual knowledge and understanding. 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 

RE is an entitlement for all pupils, regardless of their faith or belief. Without it, they 
will not receive a balanced education that informs them about the role and 

significance of religion in the modern world and the important beliefs and values 
that shape it.  

 
R.E teaching should enable pupils to: 

 

 develop knowledge and understanding of Christian beliefs, values, and 
practices and how they affect and influence attitudes, behaviour and 

actions of individuals and societies; 
 

 understand the religious beliefs, attitudes and traditions of others and to 

appreciate the cultural differences in Britain today. In the words of 
Archbishop George Carey: 

 
          “Peace and co-operation between the religions is essential if there is to be    
           peace in the world”. 

 

 develop attitudes of respect, enquiry, fairness, commitment and reverence; 

 

 grow in self-awareness, tolerance, open-mindedness and appreciation and 

wonder; 
 

 reflect on their own experience, and to explore and develop their own 
spirituality. 

 

 appreciate the ways in which religion is conveyed in story, myth, ritual, 
symbol, artefacts, art, music and drama; 

 

 challenge beliefs and values that harm or diminish people; 
 

 help them face and learn from painful experiences which they encounter, 

such as fear, suffering and death; 
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TIME SPENT TEACHING RE 
 

R.E. will have an allocation of 5% curriculum time.  As a church school Kentish 

Town CE believes in the centrality of R.E. in the curriculum. 
  
FOUNDATION STAGE  Approximately 30 hours per year / 1 hour per week 

AND KEY STAGE 1  

 
KEY STAGE 2   Approximately 40 hours per year / 1hr 15 mins per week 
 

R.E. is considered to be part of the curriculum time and is separate from collective 
worship. 
 

THE R.E. CURRICULUM 

 
We base our teaching and learning style in R.E. on the key principle that good 

teaching in R.E. allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to 
reflect on what the religious ideas and concepts mean to them. Our teaching 
enables children to extend their own sense of values and promotes their spiritual 

growth and development. We encourage children to think about their own views and 
values in relation to the themes and topics studied in the R.E. curriculum. 
 

In accordance with both LDBS and National Society guidelines, the aims of the RE 

curriculum at Kentish Town are that the pupils learn ABOUT religion as well as 
learn FROM religion 

 
THE R.E. SCHEME OF WORK 

 

The scheme of work meets the requirements of both the local authority’s agreed 
syllabus and also the LDBS guidance, in that it is, in the main, Christian, whilst 

taking account of the other principal world faiths e.g. Judaism, Islam, Sikhism, 
Hinduism and Buddhism. 
 

We carry out the curriculum planning in religious education in three phases (long-
term, medium-term and short-term). The long-term plan maps the religious 
education topics studied in each term during each key stage. 

 
Units are linked to other areas of the curriculum to make the most of learning time, 

to provide further curriculum enrichment opportunities and to extend and 
consolidate children’s understanding. 

 

All year groups will study CHRISTMAS each year.  There will be continuity between 
the key stages with different concepts/ aspects being taught/ developed each year 

e.g. Nativity, Gifts, Angels, Light, John the Baptist, the Magi. 
 
All year groups will study EASTER each year.  There will be continuity between the 

key stages with different concepts/ aspects being taught/ developed each year e.g., 
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Lent, Holy Week, The Cross, Temptation, Forgiveness, Courage, The Crucifixion, The 
Resurrection, Pentecost and the beginnings of the Christian Church 

 

EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE (EYFS) 

We teach religious education to all children in the school, including those in the 
Early Years Foundation Stage, which includes the Acorns (Nursery) and Oak Class. 

 
The religious education units for the Foundation Stage are closely linked and cross 

referenced to the objectives set out in Development Matters, which underpin the 
curriculum planning for children aged three to five.   
 

DIFFERENTIATION 
 

We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing 
abilities, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by 
matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a 

variety of ways, for example, by: 

 setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of 

responses; 

 setting tasks of increasing difficulty (we do not expect all children to complete 

all tasks); 

 giving pupils the opportunity to self-differentiate by selecting tasks of differing 

challenge or outcome; 

 using teaching assistants to support and extend the work of individuals or 

groups of children. 
 

 

CONTRIBUTION OF R.E TO THE TEACHING OF OTHER SUBJECTS 

R.E. contributes towards many other areas of the curriculum: 
 

Literacy 
Religious education contributes significantly to the teaching of Literacy in our 
school by actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

Some of the texts that we use in the literacy lesson have religious themes or 
content, which encourages discussion, and this is our way of promoting the skills of 
speaking and listening. We also use many drama activities to support these skills. 

We also encourage the children to write letters and record information in order to 
develop their writing ability.  

 
Information and communication technology (ICT) 
We use ICT where appropriate in religious education. The children find, select and 

analyse information, using the internet and dvds. They also use ICT to review, 
modify and evaluate their work and to improve its presentation. 
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Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 
Through our religious education lessons, we teach the children about the values 

and moral beliefs that underpin individual choices of behaviour. So, for example, we 
contribute to the discussion of topics such as smoking, drugs and health education. 

We also promote the values and attitudes required for citizenship in a democracy by 
teaching respect for others and the need for personal responsibility. We are a Rights 
Respecting School (currently Level 1 Award), and the UNHCRC is linked closely to 

the core Christian Values. 
 
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Through teaching religious education in our school, we provide opportunities for 
spiritual development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning the 

meaning and purpose of life. We help them to recognise the difference between right 
and wrong through the study of moral and ethical questions. We enhance their 
social development by helping them to build a sense of identity in a multicultural 

society. Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, in so doing, they 
develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own 

lives. 
 
MONITORING  

The role of the R.E subject leader is to monitor the teaching and learning across the 
school. This is done through lesson observations, monitoring of planning and work 
scrutiny. The impact of the scheme of work and its resources will be evaluated 

through assessment (see below), use of questionnaires and informal discussions 
with pupils. Portfolios of work, photographs of art or drama and records of class 

discussions will be kept. 
 
The subject leader will also support staff through attending INSET and passing on 

information and through modelling lessons or team teaching. 
 
 

ASSESSMENT   
Teachers will be assessing their pupils’ attainment and progress through out the 

year in many different ways: 
 

 Marking written work 

 Observation of discussions  

 Observation of group activities 

 Discussions with individuals 
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